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ELSTI Newsletter

- June  2008 -

This is the first newsletter written by the ELSTI partners to give interested parties the latest news about the ELSTI project.

	General information about the project


The ELSTI project has been financed by the European Commission in the framework of Life Long Learning Programme, Leonardo Da Vinci – Transfer of Innovation.

The project is coordinated by EuroEd Foundation in cooperation with the partners from England, Italy, Lithuania and Romania.

	Introduction


The aims of the ELSTI project is to improve communication between the European countries and to transfer the results of the precedent Leonardo ELS project in new economic sectors. The starting point of the ELSTI project was for secretarial and administrative staff of the SMEs to manage contacts with people from other countries that need to use foreign languages and to know the business and professional cultures of other European countries. The main result of the ELSTI project is the ELSTI portal (www.eurobusinesslanguageskills.net) that allows the user to learn 4 different languages (English, French, Italian and Spanish) and to be familiar with business and professional cultures of 9 European countries.

	Project Partners
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  EuroEd Foundation (RO)  

EuroED is a member of the Romanian Association for Quality Language Services based in Iasi (RO) and is in charge of the coordination of the activities
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   Connectis (IT)  

Connectis is a web agency based in Prato (IT) and is responsible for the technical issues of the project
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  Kaunas University of Technology (LT)   

The language Department of the University of Technology based in Kaunas (LT) will be responsible for the development of the Lithuanian Business Culture Module and will cooperate in all the other activities of the project
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   No Limits Education and Training (UK)   

No Limits is a teachers’ education and training centre based in Nottingham (UK) and is responsible for the development of the online training package to increase student motivation
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   Pixel (IT)  

Pixel is a educational institution based in Florence (IT) and is responsible for the internal evaluation of the project. Pixel is also the promoter of the project where the ELS portal has been developed
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  PROSPER-ASE Language Centre (RO) 

Prosper ASE is Language centre based in Bucharest (RO) and is responsible for the development of the Impact Research of the ELSTI project


	Aims


The aims of the ELSTI project is to further improve the ELS platform by checking the functionalities of the 4 online language courses, creating an online training package increasing student motivation, translating the 9 Business Culture Modules in the languages of the project partners (in Italian, Lithuanian and Romanian) and adding the Lithuanian Business Culture Module.

During the second year of the project the ELSTI portal will be tested in the Schools and Small and Medium Enterprises in 4 European countries

	Activities


The activities that will be carried out during the project lifetime are:

· Development of a cultural module about Lithuania: on the ELSTI portal 9 Business Culture modules offer a look into the different business environments of France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Norway, Romania, Slovakia, Spain and the United Kingdom. The ELSTI project will add the tenth Business Culture Module on Lithuania

· Development of an online training package to increase student motivation and build the necessary confidence to get the most out of language learning studies.
· Improvement of the ELSTI portal: the ELSTI portal will be checked and improved with new services:

· Feedback form: for each of the online language course the trainee will have the possibility to fill in an online form giving the feedbacks concerning the online language courses, the Business Culture Modules and the Personal Development Module.

· Learning objectives: for each of the online language course the project partners will identify the learning objectives for each of the 10 units both for the basic and for the independent level.

· My Groups: a new section will be accessible only for the teachers and the administrator of the system allowing them to create their own virtual classrooms in order to monitor the activity of their students

· Test of the portal in the Schools and Small and Medium Enterprises in 4 European countries

· Inclusion of the portal in the professional and educational training systems of partner countries
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The project partners

	For Further Information


Please contact:

Dott. Lorenzo Martellini


Tel. +39-055 – 48 97 00

Pixel




Fax. +39-055 – 46 288 73
Via Luigi Lanzi, 12 - 50134 Firenze (IT)
e-mail: lorenzo@pixel-online.net [image: image9.png]
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